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Sometimes the best measure 

of success for those we serve 

is how much their lives look 

like “typical” lives of everyone 

else. Typical in the sense of 

where people live, work,   

socialize, have fun, and so on. 

 

One of the “typical” things 

that most of us take for  

granted is the ability to form     

relationships and possibly get 

married one day. For persons 

with developmental disabili-

ties, though, getting married 

doesn’t happen very often for 

a variety of reasons. 

 

Many people with               

developmental disabilities 

have full legal guardianships, 

and this prevents people from 

entering into contracts,     

including marriage. Yet     

another barrier that works 

against persons with develop-

mental disabilities getting 

married is financial. The   

Supplemental Security      

Income (SSI) program       

provides a monthly maximum 

amount for 2016 of $733 for 

an eligible individual and 

$1,100 for eligible couples. 

So getting married results in 

about 25% less overall income.  

 

Life has a funny way of ignoring 

these neat, tidy rules though, 

and when it’s all said and 

done, persons with develop-

mental disabilities are “People 

First”. Because of this, they 

feel the same emotions as 

everyone else… grief,          

happiness, anger, disappoint-

ment, pride, and yes, love. 

Becca P. and Brian C. of    

Bowling Green are shining  

examples of how those we 

serve can lead “typical” lives. 

Both are successfully        

employed with jobs in the 

community. Both are active 

members of their community, 

and pursue a variety of     

interests. And, oh yes, they 

are planning to get married 

later in April.  

 

Currently, Brian and Becca 

live in separate supported 

living homes in Bowling 

Green, but will have a home 

of their own after they are   

married. Both have supportive 

parents and family members, 

and  members of their      

planning team are working hard 

to ensure their needs are met 

after they get married. 

 

Although marriage may not be 

a realistic option for all persons 

with developmental disabilities, 

in some cases, it can happen 

and the best thing we can do 

as professionals, family     

members, and caregivers is to 

be supportive and do every-

thing we can to make it work.  

After all, living lives like       

everyone else is a worthy goal 

for those we support. 
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Congrats go out to Melony 

Grote, PCADD’s Employee of 

the Quarter for the 4th     

quarter of 2015 and to Kim 

Charlton, PCADD’s Employee 

of the Year for 2015. Melony 

is the Advisor for our local 

People First chapter and also 

our Recreation Coordinator. 

Melony worked hard to help a 

consumer attend the Partners 

in Policy-Making program this 

past year. Kim is the Asst. 

Director of our Community 

Employment Services       

program, and has  worked 

tirelessly in meeting the 

needs of persons served in 

this program and in working 

with employers.  

Way to go guys! 

Above: Becca P. and Brian C.  

Above: Kim C. and Melony G. 



“March Madness” is upon us, 

but there is also another  

tournament that takes place 

each year in March here in 

Missouri that might be called 

“March Happiness”. 

 

Special Olympics Missouri 

features the annual state 

Indoor Games in March of 

each year. Eight Pike County 

athletes representing two 

teams competed in basketball 

competition at the             

tournament, that was held 

March 17-18 2016 in Ft. 

Leonard Wood and the City of 

St. Robert.  Coordinated   

locally by coach Lindi Haden, 

the teams had competed at 

two previous tournaments to 

earn the right to advance to 

state competition.  These two 

teams participated in team 

skills competition involving 

passing, catching and    

shooting skills which show-

cased individual skill and 

working together as a team.  

Coach Haden and area     

athletes currently compete in 

three separate Special Olym-

pics activities throughout the 

year: bowling  in the fall,   

basketball in the winter, and 

track & field in the spring. 

Anyone interested in         

becoming a Pike County   

Special Olympian can       

complete the necessary forms 

prior to the beginning of the 

sport they are interested in.  

Physicals are good for three 

years but must be on file in 

the St. Louis Metro office 

before practice begins. The 

annual Special Olympics 

Torch Run in Bowling Green is 

scheduled for May 10th and 

will begin at the courthouse 

on the square at 10am.  

The classes will start April 

22nd and run weekly on   

Fridays from 10am to 12 

noon at the Pike Co.          

fairgrounds through May 

27th. One perk of these    

classes… participants get to 

eat what they prepare! 

 

Class size is limited, so please 

contact Jody Turner at 324-

5493 if interested. 

PCADD in cooperation with 

the Ralls Co. University     

Extension office will be     

offering free cooking classes. 

These classes are open to 

persons with developmental 

disabilities as well as the  

general public.   

 

The classes will focus on 

proper eating habits and  

promotion of a healthy diet, 

along with basic tips on food 

preparation and cooking.  
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Chapter members taught 

them how it feels to be blind 

through blind folded activities: 

finding objects and walking 

across the room. Everyone 

had a great time!   

That same night the chapter 

presented Little Explorers with 

a check for $500.00 from 

recent fundraisers to go   

towards building a sensory 

park in the Bowling Green 

area.  

People First of Pike County is 

showing the community that 

persons with developmental 

disabilities can not only be 

active members of their   

community, but make        

valuable contributions to their 

community. The chapter   

currently has 12 members, 

and started off the year by 

doing a “Feel It” training with 

a mom and me based play 

group called “Little Explorers”. 

“That same night, the 
chapter presented Little 
Explorers with a check 
for $500.00 from recent 
fundraisers to go towards 
building a sensory park 
in the Bowling Green 
area. ” 

 

Above: Pike Co. Special Olympics 
athletes at state Indoor Games 

Above: Kristina S. with People 1st presents a 
check for $500 to Little Explorers 



Pike County Pathf inder  

There are about 52 bills that 

have been introduced in the 

state capitol this legislative 

session that would have an 

impact on persons with    

developmental disabilities 

and their families. The state 

legislature starts meeting in 

early January, and the session 

usually ends in early to mid 

May each year. 

 

Among these, House Bill 

1565  would raise the asset 

limit for Medicaid eligibility 

from $1,000 to $2,000 for an 

individual and from $2,000 to 

$4,000 for a couple starting 

in fiscal year 2018. This limit 

would then be raised annually 

through 2021 to eventually 

become $5,000 for an     

individual and $10,000 for a 

married couple. 

 

Senate Bill 870 proposes to 

provide a state tax deduction 

for dentists who provide   

dental services for Medicaid 

eligible persons. Medicaid 

currently does not cover adult 

dental services. House Bill 

1696  would require the    

Missouri Commission for the 

Deaf and Hard of Hearing to 

provide grants to organiza-

tions that provide services to 

deaf-blind persons. 

 

The proposed state budget for 

developmental disability   

services through the Division 

of Developmental Disabilities 

includes a 2% Cost of Living 

(COLA) increase and rate-

rebasing funds to correct pay 

inequities among providers, 

and funds to expand autism 

services throughout the state.    

 

Our elected officials value 

your input on legislative is-

sues that affect the develop-

mental disability community. 

Below is contact info. for our 

area legislators: 

 

Rep. Jim Hansen 

201 W. Capitol Ave. Rm. 405-

A Jefferson City MO 65101 

 

Sen. Brian Munzlinger 

201 W. Capitol Ave. Rm. 319 

Jefferson City MO 65101 

persons with developmental 

disabilities in areas of service 

access, satisfaction, effective-

ness, and efficiency. Each 

PCADD program sets one or 

more performance goals in 

each of these four areas, and 

then collects data throughout 

the year to determine if they 

are meeting their stated   

performance goals.  

 

All PCADD programs showed 

great results this past year in 

Being nationally accredited by 

CARF, the Commission on 

Accreditation of Rehabilitation 

Facilities, PCADD must meet 

certain standards of quality in 

serving persons with develop-

mental disabilities. 

 

One of the CARF standards 

includes developing an     

annual Outcome Evaluation 

Report that shows how well 

PCADD has performed during 

the past year in serving    

each of these four areas. In 

particular, results for satisfac-

tion were exceptional… all 

PCADD programs  showed 

100% satisfaction both with the 

services, and with staff     

providing services. 

 

David Griffith with PCADD    

compiles the annual PCADD 

Outcomes Report, which can be 

downloaded on our web site at 

www.pikesb40.org. 
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program we are conducting 

will require individuals to  

commit to six weeks of work-

based learning experiences at 

a business we have partnered 

with. The project will also 

require individuals to work 

four hours a day, four days a 

week and one four hour day 

of classroom based learning, 

for a total of 20 hours per 

week.  

We are looking to run this   

project during the summer 

break. This is a great opportuni-

ty for individuals to gain work 

experience and explore the 

opportunity of working within 

the community.  

For more information contact 

Dewayne Francis, CES Director 

at 573-324-5493 or Amy Bow-

en, VR Supervisor at 1-877-222

-8960.   

“This is a great 
opportunity for 
individuals to gain work 
experience and explore 
the opportunity of  
working within the 
community.”  

 

The Community Employment 

Services (CES) program of 

PCADD has partnered with 

Missouri Vocational Rehabili-

tation (VR) to provide a pro-

gram to give eligible students 

a Pre-Employment Summer 

Work Experience. We are 

looking for students that will 

be between their junior and 

senior year of high school this 

summer and who are eligible 

for the VR program. The    



 

good discussion and learned 

many new things about self-

determination, laws and other 

information as well. Everyone 

had fun while learning, and 

wanted to sign up for the next 

class in April before they left 

that day! We plan to offer 

different times and different 

days to accommodate all  

schedules so that many    

persons can attend.  

 

The Community Inclusion 

program has also put together 

a presentation designed for 

area emergency                

personnel around Pike    

County. The training is sched-

uled for April 5th at the Pike 

County Health Department 

from 10am to 12pm. The CI 

PCADD’s Community Inclusion 

Dept. has been busy with a 

variety of activities and events 

recently.  

 

On February 17th the Commu-

nity Inclusion program started 

Self-Advocacy classes. The 

plan is to have six such    

classes a year, with classes 

taking place every other 

month. These classes are 

open to all persons with   

developmental disabilities To 

make things fun, Jody Turner 

and Melony Grote with the 

Community Inclusion        

program will present the infor-

mation in the form of a Bingo 

Game. Game prizes will be 

awarded and snacks         

provided. In our first class in      

February, participants had a 

Dept. will continue to provide           

information to the Pike    

County community when  

requested throughout year. A 

Family Feud fundraiser is also 

planned to raise money for 

accessibility equipment at the 

Twin Pike YMCA. This is 

scheduled to take place May 

6th at the Pike Co.            

fairgrounds.   

 

February was also a busy 

month for PCADD’s           

Recreation Program. We held 

a Valentine’s Day Dance on 

the 16th and a Bingo game 

night on the 23rd! It was a 

packed crowd for both events 

and everyone had a great 

time. Contact Jody Turner or 

Melony Grote at 324-5493 for 

more info. on these activities. 

C O M M U N I T Y  I N C L U S I O N   D E P T .   
B U S Y  W I T H  M A N Y  A C T I V I T I E S   

PCADD Mission:  
 

“To help Pike Co. citizens 
with developmental 
disabilities succeed” 

Upcoming Events… 

Power Up Assistive Technology Conference  
April 17-19 St. Charles Convention Center, St. Charles MO 

 

MO Division of Dev. Disabilities Tiered Supports Summit  
April 19-20 Holiday Inn Executive Center, Columbia MO 

 

Family Feud Fundraiser For YMCA Pool Accessibility Equip. 
May 6 Pike Co. Fairgrounds 

 

LifeCourse Community Event…”Charting The Course To A 

Good Life” 
May 10 Developmental Disability Resource Board of St. Charles Co. St. Charles MO 

 

Association on Aging & Dev. Disabilities Conference  
May 16-17 St. Charles Convention Center, St. Charles MO 

 

Contact PCADD at 324-5493 for more info. on any of these events. 

We’re On The Web! 

www.pikesb40.org 

April is Autism  

Awareness Month! 

Local resources include the 

Pike Co. Autism Empowerment 

Group which meets April 21st 

at 6pm at PCADD. On-line re-

sources:  

Autism Society of America:  

www.autism-society.org 

Autism Speaks: 

www.autismspeaks.org 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pike-County-Agency-for-Developmental-Disabilities/165226906836351

